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The BuildSmart Regional
Campaign Steering Committee
presented Jefferson
Community and Technical
College President and Chief
Executive Officer Tony
Newberry, middle, with an
official thermometer showing
that it had raised more than $4
million for the construction of a
new JCTC campus in
Carrollton. The official
announcement was held Feb.
11, at General Butler State
Resort Park.

$4 million goal reached for JCTC campus
By Kristin Beck
Thursday, February 12, 2015 at 10:08 am (Updated: February 16, 10:49 am)

In less than eight months, the BuildSmart Regional Campaign Steering Committee met its goal of raising more than $4 million for the
construction of a new Jefferson Community and Technical College campus in Carrollton.

The official announcement came at an “Over the Top” luncheon held at General Butler State Resort
Park Wednesday, Feb. 11. More than 50 people, including JCTCS President and Chief Executive
Officer Dr. Tony Newberry, were in attendance to celebrate the achievement. As of that morning,
the committee had raised a total of $4,216,191.71.

The $16.3 million project was included in the 2014-2016 state budget and will include site-work at
the new location on 30 acres of land directly across Hwy. 227, from General Butler State Resort
Park. It also includes a new 50,000-square-foot building that will house classrooms, labs, offices
and the other space needed for students, such as library and a commons area. The local
community was required to raise $4 million, 25 percent of the project’s cost, within 24 months
before the state would fund its share. The committee held an event June 26, to kick off the
fundraising effort.

“What an exciting day, not just for Carroll County, but for the whole region,” said Harold “Shorty”
Tomlinson, former Carroll County judge-executive and co-chair for the BuildSmart Regional
Campaign Steering Committee. “… Very important day for our region, for our businesses and for
our industries. This has been something that has been planned and worked on for many, many
years. A lot of people have been involved in this over the years.”

Tomlinson said he was especially proud because there were many people who doubted they could
raise the funds. Co-Chair Ruth Baxter echoed Tomlinson, noting that legislators included wording
stipulating that if the community colleges did not get their projects built, the money would default to
another project in Louisville.

“They’re going to have to look for other money, Dr. Newberry, because we’re ready to go, and
we’re very proud of the fact that we’re one of the first communities to raise our money,” she said.

At the ceremony, North American Stainless Vice President-Finance and Administration Mary Jean Riley presented Tomlinson and
Baxter with a check for $250,000 that put the campaign over its $4 million goal.

“We intend to continue to support the college in other areas and ways that we can once the new facility is here and we appreciate all
the work that they do,” Riley said. “Susan, you’ve done a great job down there, and we’re looking forward to some testing and some
things that we’ve had to go elsewhere to do to bring them back to Carroll County and really support the project.”

Baxter recognized everyone who had donated to the project. “We could not have done this project without donors, and I think it’s only
fair for everyone to be acknowledged for the contribution that they have made for this project,” she said.

Top donors to the project were Carroll County Fiscal Court, $2,000,010; Carrollton College Foundation, $582,356.71; Carrollton Utilities,
$337,500; North American Stainless, $250,000; Dow Corning Corporation, $250,000; Kentucky Utilities Company/Louisville Gas &
Electric, $200,000; R.C. Durr Foundation, $200,000; Oldham County Fiscal Court, $120,000; and First National Bank, $100,000. The
complete list of donors can be found in the box above.

Baxter said the committee now has the $4 million in cash to turn over to the JCTCS Foundation, which will allow the finance authority to
issue bonds.

Baxter thanked those who “made those phone calls, twisted arms, talked to people about how important this project is,” recognizing the
BuildSmart Regional Campaign Steering Committee. The following were members of the committee: Tomlinson, Baxter, Vickie
Edwards, Dennis Goff, Dennis Raisor, Bill Osborne, Riley, Larry Tarvestad, Frank Downing and Marty Clark. Ex-officio members were
Rep. Rick Rand, Sen. Paul Hornback, Newberry, JCTC Vice President Lisa Brosky, and JCTC Carrollton Campus Director Susan
Carlisle.

“I am just so proud, so thrilled, so inspired by what has taken place here today,” Newberry said. “… It really is an extraordinary situation,
and I’m obviously thrilled to be a part of it.

“… You could say, ‘Can you believe this community was able to reach that goal so quickly?’ But, of course, given the commitment in this
community and the whole region and looking around the room at this incredible group of donors, community volunteers and leaders, the
news of the success that we’re celebrating today is really no surprise at all.”
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Newberry said he checked on the status of the other 16 communities in the BuildSmart campaign and said Carrollton is leading the
league. “You really are the first to take advantage of the BuildSmart campaign,” he said. “No other community is anywhere close; most
are still getting started.”

Gov. Steve Beshear and Kentucky Community and Technical College System created the BuildSmart campaign because there had not
been any capital construction in eight years, Newberry said. The Carrollton project was the No. 1 priority for the campaign. He
reminded the crowd that the project had been funded by the 2006 General Assembly, but was vetoed by the governor. While it was a
huge disappointment, the community turned it into positive energy, he said.

The JCTC campus began at the old Kroger shopping center and then moved to the former Lerman Brothers department store on Main
Street, where it currently resides. That was a really good place to nurture the growth of that campus, Newberry said, but it has since
outgrown the space. “The enrollment growth by 2006 was such that it was very clear that that campus was bursting at the seams, and it
was time to get serious about finding a new campus.”

EOP Architects of Lexington is nearly finished with the phase A drawings, Newberry said. The previously released drawings, which
were on display at the announcement, were the pre-phase conceptual drawings of what the campus might look like. Once the drawings
are complete, the state can begin the process of finding an architect.

The state wants to get all of the details worked out–inside and out–before holding a groundbreaking ceremony, so there is not an exact
timeline.

“We are trying and your representative in the House of Representatives Rick Rand is trying to move things along more quickly,” he said.
“That’s one of my big jobs the next few months is to stay on top of things and push, push, push to move it along. At this moment in time,
we don’t have any exact timelines, but the good news is that very soon this region can boast a state of the art campus on 30 beautiful
acres right across (Hwy.) 227 from the state park.”

Newberry thanked all of the donors, leaders and community members who contributed to the project, especially North American
Stainless for their support and for putting the fundraising effort over the top. He also thanked Carroll County Fiscal Court for all of their
solid support and contribution over the years.

Newberry recognized JCTC President Susan Carlisle for being an extraordinary leader and building a great team of faculty that is
enthusiastic and committed.

Lastly, he thanked the BuildSmart Regional Campaign Steering Committee for their success, especially Baxter and Tomlinson.

“You all have managed to envision and put up a $4 million campaign in the time it takes, as I said earlier, for some people to write a
single proposal. It’s a testament to your commitment, indeed the commitment of a region that knows what it takes to make a profound
difference. Congratulations to you all, thank you so much. We are now moving to another exciting phase of the project and that is to get
it done. Let’s break some ground, let’s get this going and let’s look forward, not only to the groundbreaking, but to the ribbon cutting.”

Campus history

The Carrollton College Foundation began leasing the current community college building 25 years ago from the Lehrman Brothers, and
purchased it in October 2013, at the lease option price of $160,000, President Dennis Goff said in an interview. The original members
of the Carrollton College Foundation were Dennis Goff, Dennis Raisor, Gerald Ballinger, Ed James and Perry Stanley Dean.

The foundation then rented the building to JCTC and saved the difference.

The foundation spent almost $800,000 to convert the empty retail store into a college campus, Goff said. Over the years, the roof was
replaced twice, at a cost of about $30,000 each, and constant maintenance has been performed on the old building. Goff estimated that
the foundation has spent well over $1 million over the years on the building.

What’s next for the current building?

Now that JCTC will have a new campus, what will happen to the current building on Main Street?

Carrollton Utilities, on behalf of the city of Carrollton, purchased the building and property for $337,500 from the Carrollton College
Foundation on Nov. 7, 2014, as a way to help meet the required community match.

“That organization had served the campus well for a long time,” CU Manager Bill Osborne said. “Once the new campus was built, they
wouldn’t have a need for the current building. Owning the building wasn’t helping the Foundation meet the $4 million local match today.
They could really use that cash investment today by selling the building and donating the proceeds toward the local match.

“We were pleased because it allowed us to make a donation to the new campus,” Goff said.

Money management over the years and the sale of the building helped the Carrollton College Foundation save more than $582,000 to
donate to the new campus fund, more than any other entity except Carroll County Fiscal Court.

The foundation purchased the land and building in October 2013, and had been renting it to JCTC for $75,000 per year. Carrollton
Utilities will continue to rent the building to the school at the same rate until the new campus is completed.
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Osborne said JCTC has a direct impact on CU because it is a means of training and preparing its employees. An indirect benefit for the
company is its impact on the industrial customers. JCTC is very important to them, especially because of the high number of
employees expected to retire soon. Ninety-seven percent of CU’s natural gas throughput comes from the industry base, Osborne said.

Purchasing the property also benefited the city of Carrollton because it allows it to continue the river walk through the lower parking lot
area.

The property is composed of four tracts, totaling 0.94 acres. The building is 12,450 sq. ft., according to the lease. The building’s fair
market value is $1.8 million and replacement cost is $2.9 million.

Members of the Utility Commission that approved the purchase are Greg Goff, Art Richter, Bill Welty and then-chairman Ron McMillan,
who has since retired and was replaced by Adam Raker.

Donors to JCTCS Carrollton Campus Project

Carroll County Fiscal Court

(County Judge Executive Harold “Shorty”

Tomlinson, Magistrates: Floyd Bowling,

Dean Miller and Mark Bates), $2,000,010

Carrollton College Foundation, including sale of building to Carrollton Utilities, 582,356.71

Carrollton Utilities, $337,500

North American Stainless, $250,000

Dow Corning Corporaton, $250,000

Kentucky Utilities Company/Louisville Gas and Electric, $200,000

R.C. Durr Foundation, $200,000

Oldham County Fiscal Court, $120,000

First National Bank, $100,000

Nucor Gallatin Steel, $50,000

Crawford and Baxter PSC, $50,000

Owen County RECC, $50,000

First Farmer’s Bank and Trust, $30,000

Ohio Valley United Charities, $25,000

Carrollton Rotary Club, $20,000

Carroll County Memorial Hospital, $15,000

Farmer’s Bank of Milton, $15,000

Doug and Susan Carlisle, $10,000

Shelby Energy Coop, Inc., $10,000

Anonymous and employers match, $10,000

Granger Corp., $10,000

Diuguid Family Limited Partnership, $10,000

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Craig, $10,000

Insurance Associates, $10,000

Belterra, $10,000

Ohio Valley Asphalt, $10,00078



Carrollton Federal Bank, $10,000

United Citizen’s Bank and Trust Co., $10,000

Henry County Fiscal Court, $9,000

People’s Bank and Trust Co., $5,000

Charles E. Fowler, $5,000            

Ed Gex and Carolyn Williams (in memory of Doug and Kate Chapman), $5,000

Bedford Loan and Deposit Bank, $5,000            

Mr. and Mrs. James Ellington, $3,000

Polly Hawkins Craig Chapter DAR, $3,000                         

Numed, Inc., $3,000            

Sam and Sue Scott, $2,500

Mougey, Inc. Highland House B&B, $2,000                         

Mary J. Riley, $2,000

CSX Transportation, $2,000

Mr.and Mrs. Reggie Zapp plus employer match, $2,000            

Robert and Patricia Froman, $1,000

Nugent Sand Company, $1,000

Anonymous, $1,000            

David Brown, $1,000            

Henry County Economic Council, $1,000            

Dennis and Pam Raisor, $1,000

Nancy Jo Grobmyer, $1,000

Carroll County Community Development Corp., $1,000

Owen County Industrial Authority, $1,000            

Lisa Nabb plus employers match, $800

Ultra Group, $500            

U.S. Bank, $500            

Dr. Cecil and Judy Martin, $500

Alpha Machine and Mobile Repair Services, $500            

Sen. Ernie Harris, $500            

Greg and Michelle Goff, $500

Lisa Osborne, Osborne Law Office, $500

Michael Head (Dow Corning) plus employer match, $200            

David Snodgrass (Dow Corning) plus employer match, $100            

Reagan Wann (Dow Corning), $25

 

Total: $4,216,191.71
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